As of 23/12/25

Concept Note
10" Nativeland Visit Program
“Connecting to Our Roots, Creating a Stronger Future”
20-25 July 2026
Bangkok, Thailand

1. Background

According to UNICEF, intercountry adoption is among the range of stable care
options for a child whose family is unavailable, unable or unwilling to care for
her/him, to enable the child to grow up in a loving, caring and supportive
environment.

For Thailand, intercountry adoption is conducted in conformity with the principles
and provisions of the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation
in Respect of Intercountry Adoption, to which Thailand has been a signatory since
2004. Pursuing intercountry adoption is under the purview of the Child Adoption
Center, Department of Children and Youth, Ministry of Social Development and
Human Security of Thailand. A principal function of the Child Adoption Center is
to facilitate and support the holistic development of Thai adopted children.
Following legal adoption by families abroad, the Child Adoption Center maintains a
commitment to ensuring long-term wellbeing of adopted Thai children through
various initiatives, including post-adoption support.

"Nativeland Visit Program” is a cornerstone of this post-adoption support. To date,
the Program has been successfully convened on nine occasions, typically at three-to-
four-year intervals: in 1992, 1995, 1999, 2002, 2006, 2009, 2011, 2015, and most
recently in 2019.

In light of this, Thailand, through the Department of Children and Youth, Ministry
of Social Development and Human Security, is organising the 10" Nativeland Visit
Program. The event aims to, among others, bring adopted Thai children back to
Thailand to connect with their roots, culture, and identity, fostering love for their
homeland and inspiring them to give back to the Thai community.

2. The 10" Homeland Visit Program
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2.1 Theme: “Connecting to Our Roots, Creating a Stronger Future”
2.2 Objectives:

The primary objective is to bring adoptive families with adopted Thai children to
Thailand, providing them with an immersive experience of Thai heritage and culture.
Furthermore, the Program aims to foster lasting connections and build a supportive
network among participating families, adoptees, and officials. It also seeks to
enhance the professional capacity of officers in integrated case management,
including follow-up and evaluation processes for adopted children.

2.3 Key Features:

Day 1: Opening and Welcome Ceremony

Day 2:

-Workshop on “Roads & Roots: Advancing Intercountry Adoption Practice
& Post-Adoption Insights” (For Intercountry Adoption Practitioners)

- Cultural Visits in Bangkok (For Adoptive Families)

Day 3: Cultural Excursion to Ayutthaya Province
Day 4: Visits to Children’s Homes of Origin
Day S:
- Royal Audience with Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri

Sirindhorn
- Closing Ceremony and Farewell Reception

2.4 Target Participants:

The Program will be attended by:
e Adoptive families and Thai adopted children (300);

e International adoption officers;

e Ambassadors to Thailand and/or his/her representatives;

e Representatives from relevant UN Entities based in Thailand;

e Representatives from Thai government agencies, civil society organisations,
eminent persons, academics, the press, and other stakeholders.

The total number of target participants is 500.

2.5 Venue and Date:
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Date: 20-25 July 2026

Venue: Royal Orchid Sheraton Riverside Hotel Bangkok Thailand



